


Neear  Nesañ in  the gather ing of  two mus ic ians  from Br i ttany

(Lors  Landat  and Thomas Moisson)  with  two of  the Is le  of

Man’s  most  ta lented representat ives ,  keyboard and v io l in ist

Dav id  K i lga l lon  and harp ist  Mera Roy le .  Neear  Nesañ trans lates

word for  word as  “on the s ide of  the near-west” .  The group

explores  new and exc it ing ideas in  ce l t ic  mus ic ,  ce lebrat ing the

cu ltures  of  the two nat ions in  a  b lend of  un ique ,  d ist inct ive

sounds .




The a lbum re leased in  August  2021 "Beyond the p ier"  i s  a

journey ,  an adventure… the combinat ion of  Manx and Breton

languages creates  a  new mus ica l  vo ice ,  exp lor ing the creat ive

poss ib i l i t ies  which take root  when shared commonal i t ies

between two countr ies  are  merged together .  The mus ic

reworks and exper iments  with  trad it iona l  melod ies  so i t  can be

l i stened to  in  new ways .  I t  i s  at  the beg inn ing a  dream,  turned

into a  poem,  put  into  vo ice  by Ann ie  Ebre l  and Is la  Ca l l i ster

which offer  a  taste of  authent ic i ty  and of  unexpected

fami l iar i ty .







N E E A R  N E S A Ñ



L O R S
L A N D A T
Lors  Landat  enters  the trad it iona l  song way and began h is
career  in  the L i l le  Breton ’s  d iaspora (North of  France) .  
H is  scen ic  comfort  surpr ised the best  mus ic ians  and producers
in  the wor ld  of  fo lk  mus ic  in  Northern Europe ;

The unusua l  route of  th is  except iona l  s inger ,  brought  back h im
in  Br i tanny in  1998.  He started to  meet ,  to  record and to  learn
with  the wise men of  Breton trad it ion .

Lors  Landat  learned the o ld  voca l  trad it ion of  Kan Ha D iskan ,
one of  the most  type pf  Breton mus ic .  
The ca l l  and response formulat ion is  used to  accompany dances
as wel l  as  ceremonies  and more recent ly  Festou-Noz (Breton
n ight  fest iva ls) ;

Author  insp i red ,  Lors  Landat  is  rea l ly  engaged in  the
preservat ion of  Breton language ,  he composes h is  own songs
and wr ites  for  other  famous bands (Aodan ,  H iks ,  Lunch Noazh ,
A lambig E lectr ik ,  Fe iz  Noz Moc 'h ,  Kakou l l  ko lekt i f  …) .

Lors  Landat  won a  famous pr ice  on Fé l ie  Pan Che iteach 2007 de
Letterkenny ( I re land)  when h is  tone and the qua l i ty  of  h is
interpretat ion open h im to the European Ce lt ic  Wor ld .  

H is  vo ice  and h is  sty le  a l lows Lors  Landat  to  become one of  the
major  vo ice  of  the Br i ttany cu l ture ,  popu lar  and v ibrant .



D A V I D  K I L G A L L O N
David  K i lga l lon is  mult i  instrumenta l ist ,  composer  and producer
from the Is le  of  Man.  From an ear ly  age he immersed h imse lf  in
a  var iety  of  art ist ic  backgrounds and later  stud ied compos it ion
at  York Un ivers i ty ,  spec ia l i s ing in  E lectroacoust ic  & Orchestra l
techn iques .

S ince then he mainta ins  a  strong appet i te  for  combin ing
trad it iona l ,  c lass ica l  & e lectroacoust ic  sty les  to  new forge
co l laborat ions & performances in  the both the UK & Europe .
In  recent  years  he has turned h is  attent ion to  wr i t ing for  Rad io
& TV,  notab ly  the atmospher ic  sound track for  Is le  of  Man's
Tour ism Campaign which took insp irat ion from the untouched
her i tage of  the Is le  of  Man to capture a  true f lavour  of  h is
homeland .

He founded groups MecLir ,  Chron ic les ,  Neear  Nesañ & King
Chiau l lee  and cont inues to  work with  v i rtuoso and fe l low
Manxman,  Tomas Ca l l i ster ,  in  a  trad it iona l  Manx P iano & F idd le
duo .

He produces and d i rects  the annua l  'Manannan's  Winterfest '
which takes p lace in  the Ga iety  Theatre and br ings together  50
- 100 art ists  to  create a  un ique co l laborat ive  exper ience .
He is  a  member of  the Is le  of  Man Arts  counc i l .



M E R A
R O Y L E
Mera Roy le  is  a  harp ist  from the Is le  of  Man,  current ly  study ing
Mus ic  in  Newcast le .

In  2018,  she was awarded the BBC Rad io  2  Young Fo lk  Mus ic ian
pr ize  and has performed at  Cambr idge ,  Cropredy and Towersey
Folk  Fest iva ls .  

She has a lso  been invo lved with  severa l  creat ive  pro jects  as  a
composer ,  inc lud ing 'The Lost  Wife '  by  by Dark Avenue F i lm
Product ions ,  for  which she rece ived the Best  Composer  pr ize  at
Phoen ix  Short  F i lm Fest iva l  and Best  Score at  Beyond the Curve
F i lm Fest iva l .
Her  co l laborat ion with  Brook Wassa l l  on  the f i lm  ‘Cornaa ’ was
nominated for  a  Ce lt ic  Media  Fest iva l  award in  2020.



T H O M A S  M O I S S O N
Thomas Moisson is  cons idered one of  the most  ta lented
accord ion ists  of  h is  generat ion .  He grew up performing ear ly  on
for  the demanding Ce lt ic  dances groups of  Br i ttany ,  where he
was not iced for  h is  mature sty le  desp ite  h is  young age . ﻿​

Winner  from 1998-2010,  of  more than twenty of  the most
prest ig ious  trad it iona l  Breton mus ic  compet i t ions ,  conf i rming
h is  mus ica l  qua l i t ies  and deve lopment ,  w ith  h is  mixed accord ion
(d iaton ic  and chromat ic) ,  and an inc is ive  sty le  which earned h im
immediate acceptance of  the profess iona l  community  and the
publ ic .

Often asked to  perform in  concerts  and fest iva ls  around the
wor ld ,  he  has  impressed many with  h is  ab i l i ty  to  integrate and
promote innovat ive  mus ica l  pro jects  and part ic ipate in
numerous mus ica l  creat ions and co l laborat ions (Un ited States ,
Morocco ,  Romania ,  I re land ,  UK,  Spa in ,  I ta ly ,  Br i ttany . . . ) .

H is  express iveness and techn ica l  mastery  have made Thomas
Moisson a  reference in  Europe 's  trad it iona l  mus ic  landscape .


